
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

  

 

   
 

 

 

 

 
    
     
     

   
 

     
  

 
   
     
       

    

 
     

  

    
   
     
       

    

 
     

  
  

 

 
 

    
   
     
       

    

 
     

     
   

  
  

  

 

    

    
 

 
  

 
   

 

To learn more about the Honor Roll, read  the 
Stories Behind the Names, or  donate,  please 

visit  rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org.

World War II Honor Roll

 

  

 

 

  

 

   
 

  

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

  

  

 
 

     

     

     
  

      
  
 

 
 

  
  

  

 

 
  

  

  
  

  
   

    

  
  

 

 
  

  

  
  

  
   
     

  
  

 

 
  

   
 

   
    

   
   

 
   

  

  

 
   

  
   

   
    

   
     

 
   

 

Legacy of Service
In 1945, a local chapter of the Blue Star Mothers dedicated a World War II  Honor

Roll  monument  to recognize the over 1,000 Rochester-area men and women who 

served in uniform. Gold stars marked  those who gave their lives for their

country.  The Honor Roll was constructed with 16 rare Carrara glass panels  made by

the  Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. The monument was originally placed  at Fifth St.

(University Dr.) and Walnut Blvd. Damage from  automobiles  and flying stones,  as 
well as the removal of the boulevard islands from Walnut  Blvd. to make way for 
angled parking, led to the Honor Roll's relocation to  Main and Second  streets  in 
1951. It remained  there until  the Rochester Village Council voted  in April 1963  to  
remove it due to high repair costs.  The  Blue Star Mothers, though not able to 
financially support the Honor Roll's maintenance,  advocated for  repairing the  
monument and moving it to  another location near municipal offices.  Unfortunately, 

the Honor Roll was dismantled  and placed in storage.

A view of the Honor Roll looking down Walnut Blvd., c. 1945. Photo: Rochester Historical Commission.

    

   
    

  

    
  

 

   
    

  
 

              
 

   
    

  
  

     
 

 

   
   

    
 

     
  

 

   
    

    
 

       
  

 

     
    
      
        

    

 
       

     
     

  

   
     
    

    
   

   

  
   

    
         

      
       

     
     

  

   
      

        
      

   

    
   
     
      
     
   

        

     
     

 
    

Restoration
In 2001, the Rochester-Avon Historical Society began a campaign to  rebuild and restore  the Honor Roll. The Society  
worked with the City of Rochester to place the monument  on  public display  near City Hall, as the Blue  Star Mothers  
had intended  in 1963.  The costs  to move the  Honor Roll, build forms, bases, and  sidewalks was  donated monetarily or
in-kind. The Honor Roll was rededicated  by the Society  on  May  25, 2002.  An  additional 24 names, identified during 
the restoration process, were added to an auxiliary  panel behind  the  Honor Roll.

A New Era
   In  2023, the Rochester-Avon Historical  Society received a Community

   Enhancement Grant from the Community Foundation of Greater Rochester  to
   assist with  a new restoration effort. This time, the Honor Roll  needed  to be
   cleaned and repainted. The Society  also  expanded  the Honor Roll  site with
   assistance from  the City of  Rochester and the Rochester Hills Museum  at Van

   Hoosen Farm. This effort added evening lighting,  two flag poles, new landscaping,
and an  exhibit panel  to highlight the  Honor Roll’s  history.  The  grant also  provided 

the Society  with  an  ongoing fund to continue  maintaining the  Honor Roll for  
generations to come.  The Society hosted a  second rededication of  the World War II 

Honor Roll on July 16, 2025.

Through the commitment of the greater Rochester area, the World War II Honor Roll  
remains as a memorial to the  military  veterans  of the Rochester area.

The World War II Honor Roll in June 2025. Photo: Carla Gallusser.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 
  

 

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 
  

  

 

 

  

 

 
 

   
 

 

  

   

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

Blue Star
Mothers
Blue Star Mothers volunteered during the tough times of
World  War II. They worked in hospitals  and  train stations,

and packed care  packages for soldiers. The organization

waned  in size over the years but is held together by  mothers 
showing pride in both their children and country. The 
organization has several chapters throughout the  United 
States. They not only provide support for active-duty  service
personnel, but also assist veterans organizations.
To learn more, visit bluestarmothers.org.

Sgt. Sparks
Sgt. Sparks is not listed on the Honor Roll, but his contributions to
World War II are recognized with a special marker placed near the  monument.

 
  

 

 

 
  

  

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Sparks entered the Devil Dog 
program of the U.S. Marine Corps 
in  March 1943. He and his handler
were  deployed overseas,
participating in several battles,
including Bougainville,
Guadalcanal, Guam, and 
Okinawa. He  accompanied the 
Marine Raiders on  missions into 
enemy territory. In  1946, Sparks 
was assigned to PFC  John 
Patterson of Rochester and  
permitted to live with him at his  
home on Wilcox St., where he  
remained until his death in 1947.
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