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TheStone Shop

By:Deborah Larsen
The nineteentOSy (1 dzZNE NBaA RSy l(Ga 27
have GPS or nice, greand-white road signs for navigation
aids whiletraveling, so they used various natural features anc
local landmarks as wayfinding references. Sometimes, these
features or landmarks lent themselves to nicknames that stut
around as unofficial geographical place names.

One place that was so endowed was the busy intersection of
Auburn and Rochester roads. Leagpo travelers called that
tf20GA2y a{iG2yS {K2LIZé¢ oSOl
at the southeast corner, on the farm of Aaron Webster. The Stone Shopl0 E Auburn RdRochester Hills, 48307

Aaron Webster purchased the land at that corner around 1839 and built his smithy about 1842. His father, also
Aaron, had been the first landowner and mill operator in the village of Auburn, part of what we know today as Al
Hills. The junior Aarowebster spent his life as a farmer in southeast Avon Township, and the little blacksmith sh
his land became a directional finder for everyone who traveled past his door.

Webster died in 1900, and newspaper accounts tell us that the old stone blacksmith shop was torn down in 191
having served as a guidepost to travelers for 70 years. Despite the disappearance of the building, locals contint
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inherited the property and was the last Webster family member to own the land.
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In 1956, Helen Vaillancourt sold part of the Stone Shop corner to the Meier Cut Stone Company of Detroit. The
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yard was in Detroit, but by the dg 1950s, Meier was looking to provide convenient suburban locations for its
customers.
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The Poeglidents Meggage
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RAHS programs. A reminder that all RAHS programs, both Thursday evening and Tut
afternoon programs, will be held at the Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm.
board of directors feels that not only is the museum a naggtropriate place to host our
local history programs, but it strengthens our partnership with the museum which has
0SSy I FTNRASYR YR I &dzLILI2 NI SNJ F2NJ YI ye@
museum shared space and programming and it was a wondamntllinique experience!
Remember, too, that your RAHS membership provides free general admission to the
museum (special events and programs not included), so take your family and friends 1
tour of the museum grounds this fall and delight in all thisorelly registered historic site

has to offer.
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make a donation of up to $5 for each program attendéte have even more exciting programs for the rest of the
season!
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sustainable historic preservation from Cornell University. The online program provided a wealth of information ¢
resources to support sustaible preservation initiatives now and into the future. Speaking of preservation, the
Elevator property has certainly undergone a lot of change. While the society would prefer the entire nationally
registered historic site was preserved, we remain grattfat a portion of the building still stands and will be
rehabilitated into a new purpose. Recently, tBakland Pressmterviewed me for an update on the property
developments. You can read the article onlirigps://www.eventbrite.com/e/civitwar-soldiersa-walkingtour-of-
mount-avoncemeterytickets687508344967?aff=oddtdtcreator

On behalf of the board of directors, thank you for your continued support of the Roch&sgtar Historical Society.
¢tKSNBQa adAft GAYS (2 NBYSs @2dzNJ YSYOSNEKALI AF @2
at www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/membership

We look forward to seeing you soon!
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Township location in a nod to the historic nickname of the crossroads, or if it was simply a happy coincidence becal
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Meier Cut Stone provided the stone for many Detroit building
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Orleans. Meier also executed the stonework for the

monumental Halbut Memorial Gate at Water Works Park on

Jefferson Avenue.
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PROGRAMS

To register for all programs online, LIFE ON THE
visitwww.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/calendarcall 248266-5440. DODGE ROAD
[AFTS 2y (GKS 52RIAS W2 RY | foiesadonskond

Neighborhood

Adams Road Neighborhood

September 7, 7 p.m. Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoo:
Farm.

Adams Road once known locally as the Dodge Rodmktween Walton and Hamlin is an area rich in history. This

program will share stories of the people, places, (and yes, horses!) that formed our historical fabric and once ca
Adams Road home.
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cherished historical areas. This program is free for RAHS members. Nonmembers are encouraged to make a d
up to $5 at the door.

Please register for this prograhnttps://www.eventbrite.com/e/life-on-the-dodgeroad-history-of-avontownships
adamsroad-neighborhoodtickets678096764677?aff=oddtdtcreatar call 248266-5440.

System ofAssimilation: The Creation of Indian Boarding Schools & its Impacts on Tribal
Communities

September 16, 11 a.m. Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm.

Free for Museum Members

$5/Adults
$3/Seniors/Students

This program is presented in partnership with the RocheAkarn Historical Society. {
¢KS LYRAFY . 2FNRAYy3 a0OKz22fa ¢6SNB ONBIGSR (2 aOAGAf hé

country, with several in Michigan. This talk will look at the creation of the system and the impacts these institutiohadav
on tribal communities. Eric Hemenway, an Anishinaabe/Odawa, is Director of Repatriation, Archives, and Records for-

Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians of Waganaki3ing Land of the Crooked Treéocated in the northwest portion of
the lower paninsula of Michigan. He has a lifelong involvement in researching Odawa history.

Please register for this
programhttps://www.rochesterhills.org/departments/parks _and_natural resources/museum/museum_programs/progre
php. There will be a limited number of tickets the day of.
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Brown Bag: Diving into the Archives at Rochester Hills
Museum at Van Hoosen Farm

October 3, 12 p.m. Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoos®™®
Farm. \

Rochester Hills Museum archivist Samantha Lawrence will discuss the
Ydza SdzyQa I NODKA@Sa FyR ¢gKFd NBasSt
their collections. Bring a friend and bring a lunch (beverages will not be
served) to this lunchtime program omdsday, October 3 at noon.
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Registration is required. This event is free for RAHS members. Nonmembers are asked to consider a $5 suggested d

Please register for this evehttps://www.eventbrite.com/e/brownbagdivinginto-the-archivesat-rochesterhillsmuseum
at-van-hoosentickets687503701077?aff=oddtdtcreatar call 248266-5440.

Civil War Soldiers: A Walking Tour of Mount Avon Cemetery
October 7, 12 p.m. Mt. Avon Cemetery, Rochester, MI.
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Charge. The men that repose in Mount Avoadbt at the infamous locales of &
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Wheatfield at Gettysburg, and the Crater at Petersburg. They suffered the .
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with Sherman and marched to Appomattox with Grant. Almost every major  #
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grounds. Join us for an entertaining and informational visit to the burial sites «
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Join RAHS member and Civil War researcher Chris Brown on a tour of Mount Avon Cemetery in Rochester, MI. Chris
discuss the histories of the Civil War era soldiers and people laid to rest at Mt. Avon Cemetery.

This event is limited to 75 people. Attendees will meet at the Third Street entrance to the cemetery. Parking is alldveec
streets. Please wear comfortable shoes and clothing. The tour is expected to last about 2 hours. This tour is free for k
members. Nonmembers are asked to consider a suggested $5 donation at the entrance.

Please register for this evehttps://www.eventbrite.com/e/civitwar-soldiersa-walkingtour-of-mount-avoncemetery
tickets687508344967?aff=oddtdtcreatar call 248266-5440.
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Stonewell Pumpkin Festivag October 14, 2023
CSailA gl fic Navénbet NR282Q 4
RochesterArea HometownChristmas Parade December 3, 2023

Contact RAHS at (248) 26840 if interested in volunteering for an event!
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The Downtown Rochester Festival of Trees is a holiday spectacular unlike any other, featuring trees, wreaths, and
centerpieces designed and donated by the Metro Detroit community.

COCKTAIL PREVIEW
NOVEMBER 17, 7 PM
AT THE ROCHESTER COMMUNITY HOUSE

This is your opportunity to get a sneak preview (and first choice) of the gorgeous, themed trees, wreaths,
centerpieces and more, designed and donated by the Metro Detroit community. The event will include
refreshments, silent auction, and a cash bar. Plus, you will have the chance to bid on all the holiday items before
the event opens to the %eneral public on November 18 - 19. Proceeds benefit The Big, Bright Light Show.
Rochester-Avon historical society will receive half the total donation for the tree entry submitted by RAHS.

FESTIVAL OF TREES
NOVEMBER 18 & 19 - open to the public

The event will be open to the public on Saturday, November 18 from 10 am — 8 pm and Sunday, November 19 from

10 am—5 pm at our The Rochester Community House (816 Ludlow). Admission is free.
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R AHS Merchandise

We are working hard to bring you new merchandise in 2023! We are clearing out are old stock and
making way for new items that will help show your love for local history.

Currently, you can still buy our latest publication, History in the Heart of the Hills: A Rochester Arec
Heritage Tour Book, for $10 on our website. \fistthesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/stote order
today!

In the mood for tshirts with a local history flare? Then you'll want to purchase from our partner Junc

1869 and choose from a variety of shirts the goodiay}s in Rochester. Vigitnction1869.conmand a
portion of your sale will be donated back to RAHS.

HISTORY IN THE HEART OF THE HILLS
A Rochester Area Heritage Tour

nEs: # 25
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History in the Heart of the Hills: A
Rochester Area Heritage Tour
(Book)

$10.00
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tiffany Dziurman, President
SarahB.H. Helferich, Vice President
Richard DengateTreasurer
Katie Stozicki,Communications Director
Carla Gallusser, ERA Newsletter Director
Karen Lemon Membership Director
Janet Raynond, Secretary

To contact us, call (248) 6540 or email tarahsupdates@gmail.com

Join the RochesteAvon Historical Society Today! Membership Application

_____ $18 Student: Currently enrolled in a secondary or pestondaryschool.

___$25Individual: A passionate supporter of local history

_____ $45 Household: Includes immediate family members living in the samesehold.

___$125 Business/Sponsor: Businesses or individual with a desire to supportiistaty.

___ $250 Lifetime: Perpetual membership for those who wish to make a long commitment to lostdry.

Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:

Mail completed forms to: RAHS, PO Box 80783, Rochester, M| 483faftnaonline at
rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

New Renewal
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