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The nineteenth-ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ wƻŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ !Ǿƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
have GPS or nice, green-and-white road signs for navigation 
aids while traveling, so they used various natural features and 
local landmarks as wayfinding references. Sometimes, these 
features or landmarks lent themselves to nicknames that stuck 
around as unofficial geographical place names. 
 
One place that was so endowed was the busy intersection of 
Auburn and Rochester roads. Long-ago travelers called that 
ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ά{ǘƻƴŜ {ƘƻǇΣέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ǎǘƻƴŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘ ǎƘƻǇ ǎǘƻƻŘ 
at the southeast corner, on the farm of Aaron Webster.  
 
Aaron Webster purchased the land at that corner around 1839 and built his smithy about 1842. His father, also named 
Aaron, had been the first landowner and mill operator in the village of Auburn, part of what we know today as Auburn 
Hills. The junior Aaron Webster spent his life as a farmer in southeast Avon Township, and the little blacksmith shop on 
his land became a directional finder for everyone who traveled past his door. 
 
Webster died in 1900, and newspaper accounts tell us that the old stone blacksmith shop was torn down in 1913, 
having served as a guidepost to travelers for 70 years. Despite the disappearance of the building, locals continued to 
ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŀǎ ά{ǘƻƴŜ {ƘƻǇΣέ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǳǊōŀƴ ŎŀǊǎΦ  
 
The ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƴŜ {ƘƻǇ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ !ŀǊƻƴ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфрсΦ Lǘ ǿŜƴǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 
IŜƭŜƴ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊ hƭƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ hƭƛǾŜǊΦ IŜƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ IŜƭŜƴ ±ŀƛƭƭŀƴŎƻǳǊǘΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
inherited the property and was the last Webster family member to own the land.  
 
In 1956, Helen Vaillancourt sold part of the Stone Shop corner to the Meier Cut Stone Company of Detroit. The 

ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ DŜǊƳŀƴ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǎǘƻƴŜŎǳǘǘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜŘ CŜƭƛȄ aŜƛŜǊ ƛƴ мусрΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊƳΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎǘƻƴŜ 

yard was in Detroit, but by the early 1950s, Meier was looking to provide convenient suburban locations for its 

customers. 

Cover sǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǇŀƎŜ о Χ 

The Stone Shop 
By:  Deborah Larsen 

The Stone Shop - 10 E Auburn Rd, Rochester Hills, MI 48307 

https://www.loopnet.com/search/retail-buildings/rochester-hills-mi-48307/for-sale/
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!ǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

!ŘŀƳǎ wƻŀŘΣ LƴŘƛŀƴ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ Iƛƭƭǎ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΣ 

and the history of ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ aǘΦ !Ǿƻƴ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƻƴŜΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ w!I{ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜΦ bƻƴƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

make a donation of up to $5 for each program attended. We have even more exciting programs for the rest of the 

season! 

hƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƴƻǘŜΣ LΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

sustainable historic preservation from Cornell University. The online program provided a wealth of information and 

resources to support sustainable preservation initiatives now and into the future. Speaking of preservation, the 

Elevator property has certainly undergone a lot of change. While the society would prefer the entire nationally 

registered historic site was preserved, we remain grateful that a portion of the building still stands and will be 

rehabilitated into a new purpose. Recently, the Oakland Press interviewed me for an update on the property 

developments. You can read the article online https://www.eventbrite.com/e/civil-war-soldiers-a-walking-tour-of-

mount-avon-cemetery-tickets-687508344967?aff=oddtdtcreator. 

On behalf of the board of directors, thank you for your continued support of the Rochester-Avon Historical Society. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ȅŜǘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƴŜǿ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 

at www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/membership. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Tiffany  

 

!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦŀƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ time for a new season of 

RAHS programs. A reminder that all RAHS programs, both Thursday evening and Tuesday 

afternoon programs, will be held at the Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm. Our 

board of directors feels that not only is the museum a most appropriate place to host our 

local history programs, but it strengthens our partnership with the museum which has 

ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘ ƻƭŜ ŘŀȅǎΣέ w!I{ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

museum shared space and programming and it was a wonderful and unique experience! 

Remember, too, that your RAHS membership provides free general admission to the 

museum (special events and programs not included), so take your family and friends for a 

tour of the museum grounds this fall and delight in all this nationally registered historic site 

has to offer. 

  

https://www.theoaklandpress.com/2023/08/21/rochester-elevators-future-becoming-clear-as-developer-works-with-historical-society/
https://www.theoaklandpress.com/2023/08/21/rochester-elevators-future-becoming-clear-as-developer-works-with-historical-society/
http://www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/membership
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/ƻǾŜǊ {ǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ мфрп ƛƴ {ǘΦ /ƭŀƛǊ {ƘƻǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŀǘ мл bΦ !ǳōǳǊƴ ƛƴ !Ǿƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ ƻǳǘƭŜǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ мфрсΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ aŜƛŜǊ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά{ǘƻƴŜ {ƘƻǇέ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ !Ǿƻƴ 
Township location in a nod to the historic nickname of the crossroads, or if it was simply a happy coincidence because of 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ 
 

 
 

Meier Cut Stone provided the stone for many Detroit buildings, 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ !ƳƻƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƭŘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
ƛƴ DǊŜŜƪǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ όƴƻǿ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ {ƘǊƛƴŜύ ŀǘ Wŀȅ ϧ 
Orleans. Meier also executed the stonework for the 
monumental Hurlbut Memorial Gate at Water Works Park on 
Jefferson Avenue. 
 

 



ROCHESTERAVONHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG   4 | P a g e   

 

  

 

 

  

System of Assimilation: The Creation of Indian Boarding Schools & its Impacts on Tribal 

Communities 

September 16, 11 a.m. Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm. 

Free for Museum Members 

$5/Adults 

$3/Seniors/Students 

 

This program is presented in partnership with the Rochester-Avon Historical Society. 

¢ƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ .ƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ άŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǾŀƎŜέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘhe 

country, with several in Michigan. This talk will look at the creation of the system and the impacts these institutions have had 

on tribal communities. Eric Hemenway, an Anishinaabe/Odawa, is Director of Repatriation, Archives, and Records for the Little 

Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians of WaganakisingτThe Land of the Crooked Treeτlocated in the northwest portion of 

the lower peninsula of Michigan. He has a lifelong involvement in researching Odawa history. 

Please register for this 

program https://www.rochesterhills.org/departments/parks_and_natural_resources/museum/museum_programs/programs.

php. There will be a limited number of tickets the day of. 

 

PROGRAMS 
To register for all programs online, 

visit www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/calendar or call 248-266-5440. 

[ƛŦŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŘƎŜ wƻŀŘΥ ! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ !Ǿƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΩǎ 

Adams Road Neighborhood 

September 7, 7 p.m. Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen 

Farm. 

 Adams Roadτonce known locally as the Dodge Roadτbetween Walton and Hamlin is an area rich in history. This 

program will share stories of the people, places, (and yes, horses!) that formed our historical fabric and once called 

Adams Road home.

Wƻƛƴ w!I{ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ т ŀǘ т ǇΦƳΦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

cherished historical areas. This program is free for RAHS members. Nonmembers are encouraged to make a donation 

up to $5 at the door. 

Please register for this program https://www.eventbrite.com/e/life-on-the-dodge-road-history-of-avon-townships-

adams-road-neighborhood-tickets-678096764677?aff=oddtdtcreator or call 248-266-5440. 

http://www.rochesterhills.org/musprograms
http://www.rochesterhills.org/musprograms
http://www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/calendar
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/life-on-the-dodge-road-a-history-of-avon-townships-adams-road-neighborhoo-tickets-678096764677?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/life-on-the-dodge-road-a-history-of-avon-townships-adams-road-neighborhoo-tickets-678096764677?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Brown Bag: Diving into the Archives at Rochester Hills 

Museum at Van Hoosen Farm 

October 3, 12 p.m. Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen 

Farm. 

Rochester Hills Museum archivist Samantha Lawrence will discuss the 

ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ 

their collections. Bring a friend and bring a lunch (beverages will not be 

served) to this lunchtime program on Tuesday, October 3 at noon.  

Join RAHS member and Civil War researcher Chris Brown on a tour of Mount Avon Cemetery in Rochester, MI. Chris will 

discuss the histories of the Civil War era soldiers and people laid to rest at Mt. Avon Cemetery. 

This event is limited to 75 people. Attendees will meet at the Third Street entrance to the cemetery. Parking is allowed on the 

streets. Please wear comfortable shoes and clothing. The tour is expected to last about 2 hours. This tour is free for RAHS 

members. Nonmembers are asked to consider a suggested $5 donation at the entrance. 

Please register for this event https://www.eventbrite.com/e/civil-war-soldiers-a-walking-tour-of-mount-avon-cemetery-

tickets-687508344967?aff=oddtdtcreator or call 248-266-5440. 

 

Registration is required. This event is free for RAHS members. Nonmembers are asked to consider a $5 suggested donation. 

Please register for this event https://www.eventbrite.com/e/brown-bag-diving-into-the-archives-at-rochester-hills-museum-

at-van-hoosen-tickets-687503701077?aff=oddtdtcreator or call 248-266-5440. 

 
Civil War Soldiers: A Walking Tour of Mount Avon Cemetery 

October 7, 12 p.m. Mt. Avon Cemetery, Rochester, MI. 

²ƘŜƴ !ǾƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ ƘŜŜŘŜŘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǳƴƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊǳǎǘ ƘŜŀŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘƛŜǎǘ 

ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΦ .ȅ мусоΣ !ǾƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

eternal resting places in wƻŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ aƻǳƴǘ !Ǿƻƴ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ IŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǘ /ǳǎǘŜǊΩǎ άCƛǊǎǘ 

[ŀǎǘ {ǘŀƴŘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ tƛŎƪŜǘǘΩǎ 

Charge. The men that repose in Mount Avon fought at the infamous locales of 

{ƴƻŘƎǊŀǎǎ Iƛƭƭ ŀǘ /ƘƛŎƪŀƳŀǳƎŀΣ aŀǊȅŜΩǎ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪǎōǳǊƎΣ ǘƘŜ 

Wheatfield at Gettysburg, and the Crater at Petersburg. They suffered the 

ƘƻǊǊƻǊǎ ƻŦ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ [ƛōōȅ tǊƛǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ 

with Sherman and marched to Appomattox with Grant. Almost every major 

ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀǊ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜǎέ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ aƻǳƴǘ !ǾƻƴΩǎ ƘŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ 

grounds. Join us for an entertaining and informational visit to the burial sites of 

wƻŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ƘŜǊoes! 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/civil-war-soldiers-a-walking-tour-of-mount-avon-cemetery-tickets-687508344967?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/civil-war-soldiers-a-walking-tour-of-mount-avon-cemetery-tickets-687508344967?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/brown-bag-diving-into-the-archives-at-rochester-hills-museum-at-van-hoosen-tickets-687503701077?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/brown-bag-diving-into-the-archives-at-rochester-hills-museum-at-van-hoosen-tickets-687503701077?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Stonewell Pumpkin Festival ς October 14, 2023 

CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ¢ǊŜŜΩǎ ς November 17, 2023 

Rochester Area Hometown Christmas Parade ς December 3, 2023 

Contact RAHS at (248) 266-5440 if interested in volunteering for an event!  
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History in the Heart of the Hills: A 

Rochester Area Heritage Tour 

(Book) 

$10.00 

We are working hard to bring you new merchandise in 2023! We are clearing out are old stock and 

making way for new items that will help show your love for local history. 

Currently, you can still buy our latest publication, History in the Heart of the Hills: A Rochester Area 

Heritage Tour Book, for $10 on our website. Visit rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/store to order 

today! 

In the mood for t-shirts with a local history flare? Then you'll want to purchase from our partner Junction 

1869 and choose from a variety of shirts the good 'ol days in Rochester. Visit junction1869.com and a 

portion of your sale will be donated back to RAHS.  

 

Michael Jahn 

https://www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/store/
https://www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/store/
http://www.junction1869.com/
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To contact us, call (248) 656-5440 or email to rahsupdates@gmail.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Tiffany Dziurman, President 

Sarah B. H. Helferich, Vice President 
Richard Dengate, Treasurer 

Katie Stozicki, Communications Director 
Carla Gallusser, ERA Newsletter Director 

Karen Lemon, Membership Director 
Janet Raymond, Secretary 

 

$6.00 
 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------- 
Join the Rochester-Avon Historical Society Today! Membership Application  
 
____ $18 Student: Currently enrolled in a secondary or post-secondary school. 
____ $25 Individual: A passionate supporter of local history  
____ $45 Household: Includes immediate family members living in the same household.  
____ $125 Business/Sponsor: Businesses or individual with a desire to support local history.  
____ $250 Lifetime: Perpetual membership for those who wish to make a long commitment to local history.  
 
Name: _______________________________________________________  
 
Address: _____________________________________________________  
 
Phone: ______________________ Email: _________________________  
 
Mail completed forms to: RAHS, PO Box 80783, Rochester, MI 48308 or join online at 

rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org. 

 

New ____ Renewal ____ 


