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John J. Dziurman 
J U L Y  5 ,  1 9 4 1  –  F E B R U A R Y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3  

John Joseph Dziu rman, age 81, of Rochester Hills, Michigan, passed away on February 16, 2023, at home after a long illness 
with family by his side. He was the beloved husband of Katherine, father of Kimberly Dziurman and Tiffany Dziurman Stozicki 
(Michael), and Papa to granddaughter Katherine Stozicki. John provided his family with everything they needed, especially 
love, and was there for them every step of the way. He lived his life with integrity, honesty, determination, and grit, along 
with an incomparable creative energy. 

Born on July 5, 1941, in Hamtramck, Michigan, to John Leonard Dziurman and Helen (Sklarski) Dziurman, John was a young 
altar server at St. Ambrose Catholic Church, played sports, and attempted to play trumpet. At eight years of age, he often 
studied the houses across the street from his family’s home on Longview Avenue in Detroit, sitting on the curb to sketch 

them. This favorite childhood pastime led to a successful and award-winning career in architecture. 

John attended St. Ambrose Catholic High School from 1955-1959. Among his greatest personal accomplishments was playing 
the center position as No. 90 on the storied St. Ambrose High School football team of the late 1950s. Upon graduation, both 
Dartmouth College and the University of Michigan recruited him to play football, but John turned them down to focus on 
studying architecture, his lifelong passion. As a student at St. Ambrose, John also played hockey and baseball, returning after 
graduation to coach football. 

On October 3, 1964, John married the love of his life, Katherine Rasegan, in a ceremony at St. Ambrose Catholic Church. They 
honeymooned in Cape Cod, Massachusetts, which inspired a lifelong love of the water and summers spent making memories 
with family on Lake Michigan. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 

In Memory
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https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/rochester-mi/pixley-funeral-home/2739
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/rochester-mi/pixley-funeral-home/2739
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PAGE 2 CONTINUED - John joined Meathe Kessler Associates in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, in the early 1960s, working on the 
prestigious W. Hawkins Ferry House, among other projects. He attended evening classes at both the University of Detroit and 
Lawrence Institute of Technology, where he earned a Bachelor of Science in Architecture in 1970. John’s 60-year career 
included positions with Giffels Associates, Straub VanDine Dziurman Architects, Wade Trim Group, and Wade Trim Dziurman. 
In 1979, he established John Dziurman Architects Ltd. with offices in Rochester and Charlevoix, Michigan, which he continued 
to manage until 2020. 

Early in his career, John focused on modern and contemporary design. Later, he became a champion for historic preservation, 
winning awards for his restoration of the Western Knitting Mills Building and Haig’s of Rochester building façade in Rochester,

Michigan, and the Greensky Hill Indian Mission United Methodist Church in Charlevoix, Michigan, to name a few. Additionally, 
John earned over 40 design awards from such industry organizations as AIA Michigan/AIA Detroit, Engineering Society of 
Detroit, and the Masonry Institute of Michigan. 

Because of his love for architecture and design, John enjoyed mentoring young architects, serving as adjunct instructor in the 
Education Department at Michigan State University and the Architectural School at Lawrence Institute of Technology. He 
published numerous papers and articles on architecture and design and held design and technical patents in the United States 
and 12 foreign countries. His pursuit of creative and functional design was an inspiration to many. 

John was a member of the Grosse Pointe Jaycees; the University Club in Detroit; charter member of the Downtown 
Development Authority, City of Rochester; lifetime charter member of the Paint Creek Center for the Arts, City of Rochester; 
chair of the Rochester Hills Historic District Commission; and commissioner for the Rochester Historical Commission, City of 
Rochester. He was a member of the American Institute of Architects, Michigan Society of Architects, Engineering Society of 
Detroit, National Trust for Historic Preservation, Michigan Historic Preservation Network, and the Rochester-Avon Historical 
Society. 

John loved spending time with his family and having dinner “around the table” with everyone talking and sharing stories. He 

was a consummate gentleman and a class act. His stories were legendary. John made the best gin and tonics and loved to sip 
an occasional martini and smoke a cigar while sitting on the deck of his summer home overlooking the sunset on Lake 
Michigan. Early in life, John was an avid sailor. He also enjoyed playing golf and squash, doing carpentry work around the 
house, working outside, reading, sketching, fishing, skiing, and spending time near the water. He loved every sunset he was 
fortunate to see. A Spartan through and through, John was proud that both daughters graduated from Michigan State 
University. His granddaughter was his pride and joy. John’s favorite flower was the daffodil – a symbol of hope and rebirth, the 
first flower to emerge following the cold, dark days of winter. 

John is survived by his loving wife, Kathy, his daughters Kimberly and Tiffany, son-in-law Michael Stozicki, granddaughter 
Katherine Stozicki, sister Darlene Sokolowski, and many loving nieces and nephews. His brother, Theodore Dziurman, 
preceded him in death. 

A funeral mass was held for John on Thursday, February 23, at 11 a.m. at St. Ambrose Catholic Church in Grosse Pointe Park. 
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to Hospice of Michigan, St. Ambrose Catholic Church, or the Michigan Historic 
Preservation Network. 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
St. Ambrose Catholic Church 

15020 Hampton Road, Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Hospice of Michigan 

989 Spaulding SE, Ada, Michigan 49301 

Michigan Historic Preservation Network 

313 E. Grand River Ave, Lansing, Michigan 48906 
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COVER STORY CONTINUED - RAHS is thrilled to share we are returning to our new month and venue for the 29th
Antique Appraisal Day. The time remains the same, with the event running from noon to 4pm, on April 2, 2023, 
at the historic location of the Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm.  

Appraisers will give verbal appraisals of your treasures! Each appraisal costs $5.00. Our experts are able to 
evaluate a variety of antiques including jewelry, pop-culture, art, dolls, toys, instruments, weaponry, books, and 
so much more. Please take pictures of large items if you are unable to bring them in person. Show us your 
antiques and vintage items! Learn more about the relics, mementos, or collections you possess. Gain knowledge 
of their relative value. No checks or credit cards, please, payments must be remitted in cash. We will not accept 
early participants. Doors will be opened at noon to allow appropriate time for our appraisers to be ready for you.

We anticipate another terrific turn out-- excited to see you there! Questions? Please phone: 248-688-2434 or 
send an email to rahsupdates@gmail.com. 

Specialist available to appraise: 
Cast iron toys, coins, clocks, glass, pottery, china, collectibles, lighting, furniture, guns, military items, antique 
weapons, dolls, teddy bears, fine & costume jewelry, Eastern art, engravings, art: oils & prints, stained glass, 
stringed instruments: violin, cello, bass, banjo, mandolin, ukulele, electric & acoustic guitars, bows and 
accessories and so much more. 

Bring items, or photos of large items, and have your treasures appraised. All items are appraised at fair market 
value. No buying or selling allowed. 

29th Antique Appraisal Day
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Thank you to our Appraisal Day Sponsors

mailto:rahsupdates@gmail.com
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Mr. Carlos K. Gallusser as a 

new member. 

& 

Mr. Allen Salyer for 

Upgrading to lifetime 

membership. 
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RAHS NEWS
RAHS Establishes a Scholarship

RAHS has some exciting news to share. In January, the historical society board voted unanimously to establish the 
Rochester-Avon Historical Society Scholarship in the amount of $1,000 for eligible undergraduate students 
attending Oakland University. Eligibility includes: (1) A junior or senior attending OU who graduated from a 
secondary school in Rochester or Rochester Hills, or who resided in Rochester or Rochester Hills at the time of 
their graduation from a secondary school; (2) Undergraduate majors in the OU Department of History; if no 
undergraduate within the department is identified then preference would be for history minors; (3) Preference 
for students with a demonstrated commitment to community service. 

We are excited to extend this scholarship to eligible students! This is another way your membership dues help 
promote history in our community!

RAHS Supports Oakland University's Native American Heritage Site

The society is pleased to announce that it has donated $500 to 
Oakland University's Native American Advisory Council for the 
establishment of a four-acre Native American Heritage Site on the 
school's campus. The heritage site was approved as a resolution in 
2021. The council and community partnerships among the inter-
Tribal community of Detroit plan to build a community engaged 
rematriation site that is Native led and focused on land-based, 
cultural place making, centered on Indigenous education, ancestral 
practices, and ceremony. 

There will be areas for storytelling and sacred fires and a shed for storing supplies for beading, basket making, 
cooking, and gardening. The site will also include a pavilion and the restoration of a bio-diverse planting area. 

RAHS is proud to be a part of this important project and will continue to partner with OU in the coming weeks 
and months on this educational project. 

Photo: Courtesy of Oakland University

https://calendar.oakland.edu/giving/event/5764-oakland-university-day-of-giving
https://calendar.oakland.edu/giving/event/5764-oakland-university-day-of-giving
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Brian Egen joins RAHS to present on his experiences in making the movie, Gettysburg, 
in which he had a speaking role alongside actor Jeff Daniels. The movie was made on 
the actual Gettysburg battlefield and in and around the town with thousands of 
re-enactors and the likes of actors Sam Elliott, Stephen Lang, Martin Sheen, and others. 
Egen is executive producer at the Henry Ford and a Michigan native. He is a co-founder 
of the Michigan Civil War Association, chairman of the Michigan Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Committee, and member of the Michigan Historical Commission, 
Monroe County Historical Commission, and Commission on the Environment, City of 
Monroe. Egen is also the co-author of Michigan at Antietam, is an award-winning director for an independent short 
film, and has worked on several National Park Service and historic site Civil War documentaries.  

Registration is required: eventbrite.com/e/gettysburg-the-movie-behind-the-scenes-tickets-417575348107 

Life & Times of Eliza Seaman Leggett
March 7, 12-1 p.m., Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm.
Free to attend. Bring a lunch!

To highlight Women’s History Month, Lori Miller of the Oakland History 

Center will discuss the life and times of Eliza Seaman Leggett (1815 – 1900). 
Leggett was an American suffragist and abolitionist who is buried in Pontiac’s 

Oak Hill Cemetery. The abolition of slavery was one of Mrs. Leggett’s passions. 
She worked with noted abolitionists, including Sojurner Truth and Lucretia Mott, 
and her home served as a stop on the Underground Railroad. 

After Emancipation, Leggett focused her attentions on suffrage and assisting 
women in need. As part of that work, she co-founded the Young Woman’s Home Association in Detroit. She also had 
a great interest in literature and was a correspondent of such figures as William Cullen Bryant, Louisa May Alcott, 
and Bronson Alcott. The literary club she founded later became the Detroit Women’s Club. She was also active in 
civic affairs, such as making Belle Isle a public park. She was inducted into the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame in 
2003 based on her achievements in the areas of abolition, suffrage, and women’s rights.”

Registration is required.  
eventbrite.com/o/rochester-hills-museum-31205740733 

Gettysburg the Movie: Behind the Scenes
April 6, 7-8:30 p.m. Rochester Hills Public Library. 
Free to attend.

Upcoming Programs
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RAHS Annual Picnic & General Meeting
Wednesday, June 7, 6-8 p.m. 

Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gettysburg-the-movie-behind-the-scenes-tickets-417575348107
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/rochester-hills-museum-31205740733
eventbrite.com/o/rochester-hills-museum-31205740733
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History in the Heart of the Hills: 

A Rochester Area Heritage Tour 
(book)

$10.00 

$6.00

These projects can be entered into a series of competitions, from the local to the national level. 
Local competitions start at the school-level in February. Regional competitions take place
within eleven districts in March. The state finals for Michigan History Day take place the last 
Saturday of April.

Once again, members of RAHS and the RAHS board will serve as judges for the Michigan 
History Day 2023 (districts 7 & 8) competition. This year's district program is at Oakland 
University on March 11. Michigan History Day® is a project-based learning program of the 
Historical Society of Michigan that encourages stud dents across the state to explore local, 
state, national, and world history. 

Students submit work based on the annual theme. This year's theme is Frontiers in 
History: People, Places, Ideas. Students conduct extensive research and interpret their 
findings in one of five categories: paper, exhibit, documentary film, website, or 
performance. 

Competitions can be a fun way for students to showcase a year's worth of hard work. Projects selected from school contests 
are entered at one of eleven district contests across the state. The top three projects in each age division and category at a 
district contest are eligible to compete at the State Finals in April. Judges select the top two projects in each category of the 
junior and senior divisions to advance to the National Finals in June. 
www.hsmichigan.org/learn/k-12-education/mhd   

We are working hard to bring you new merchandise in 
2023! We are clearing out are old stock and making way 
for new items that will help show your love for local 
history. 

Currently, you can still buy our latest publication, History 
in the Heart of the Hills: A Rochester Area Heritage Tour 
Book, for $10 on our website. Visit 
rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/store to order today! 

In the mood for t-shirts with a local history flare? Then 
you'll want to purchase from our partner Junction 1869 
and choose from a variety of shirts sure to remind you of 
the good 'ol days in Rochester. Visit junction1869.com 
and a portion of your sale will be donated back to RAHS.  
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www.hsmichigan.org/learn/k-12-education/mhd
https://www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/store/
https://www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/store/
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--------------------------------------
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New ____
Renewal ____

To contact us, call 248-656-5440 or email to rahsupdates@gmail.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Tiffany Dziurman, President 
Sarah B. H. Helferich, Vice President 

Richard Dengate, Treasurer 
Katie Stozicki, Communications Director 
Carla Gallusser, ERA Newsletter Director 

Karen Lemon, Membership Director 
Janet Raymond, Secretary 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Join the Rochester-Avon Historical Society Today!
Membership Application

____ $18 Student: Currently enrolled in a secondary or post-secondary school

____ $25 Individual: A passionate supporter of local history

____ $45 Household: Includes immediate family members living in the same household

____ $125 Business/Sponsor: Businesses or individual with a desire to support local history 

____ $250 Lifetime: Perpetual membership for those who wish to make a longterm commitment to local history 

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________   Email: _________________________

Mail completed forms to: RAHS, PO Box 80783, Rochester, MI 48308 or apply online at 
rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org.

mailto:rahsupdates@gmail.com
rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org
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www.compassselfstorage.com 

Audrey Hazelett; General Manager 

css203@compassselfstorage.com 

Dave Brice of 

DJB Landscaping

(248) 930-3379 
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BUSINESS SPONSORS

http://www.compassselfstorage.com/
mailto:css203@compassselfstorage.com

