RAHS Annual Meeting and Member Picnic
June 8, 2022 - 6 p.m. Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm
Join us for the return of RAHS’s Annual Meeting and Member Picnic! Rain or shine we will have a lovely
evening socializing with other members, telling stories, and more. The first part of the program will be a look
back at the year’s activities, a look ahead to the 2022-23 season, and board elections and other business.
Then we will enjoy refreshments and food!
RAHS will provide fried chicken, tea, and soft drinks. There will be plates, napkins, flatware, and drinkware
avalable. Please bring a dish to pass (due to COVID, we suggest purchasing an item from a local deli or bakery)
or bring your own sides to enjoy. Dishes to consider: side items such as pasta salad, regular salad, baked
beans, and desserts such as cookies or brownies. Sign up for a dish here: https://bit.ly/3vqrvc4
This program is open only to RAHS members and their families. Please register prior to May 30.
Register here: https://bit.ly/3JTJLPZ
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Spring is here, and RAHS has some exciting news to share with members. First, RAHS
is excited to partner with Oakland Township Historical Society (OTHS) for a joint
membership field trip to Meadow Brook Hall. RAHS members are invited to register
for a “Behind the Scenes” tour and enjoy lunch at Meadow Brook Hall with fellow
RAHS members and members of OTHS on Saturday, May 21, at noon. Turn to our
program page in this newsletter for more information.
Second, the Greater Rochester Heritage Days returns this year, and we could not be
more excited! The dates for the event are Saturday, May 28, and Sunday, May 29.
RAHS will be there with merchandise and local history information. There’s more
about this great Rochester tradition in the program section of this newsletter.

Tiffany Dziurman
RAHS President

Third, we hope you can join us for our Annual Meeting and Member Picnic on Wednesday, June 8, at 6 p.m. at
the Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm. Rain or shine, we will have a lovely evening where we can
meet, once again, in person, get an update on society activities, and share stories.
As always, I and the board of directors appreciate your support and encouragement over the last few months
and years. Our members are vital to the success of the historical society. Membership renewals are due July 1,
and we hope you continue to support RAHS into 2023. Remember! Your RAHS membership provides free
admission to the Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm for tours and exhibits (special events and
programs are not included). RAHS members also have free access to the Historical Society of Michigan’s online
History Hounds lecture series. I encourage you the register for those programs as they are insightful and full of
Michigan history. Additionally, being a RAHS member means you support local history and RAHS’s efforts to tell
our community’s story, preserve iconic landmarks, and demonstrate the importance of local history.
As you renew your membership, you will notice a slight increase in our dues. Why? Many costs the historical
society incurs annually have increased, including postage and banking fees. This year, too, RAHS faced
unanticipated costs for the campaign to promote the historical preservation of the administration building at
501 W. University Drive. We are also involved in a similar way to preserve the Rochester Elevator.
To continue our mission and provide quality programs and activities to members, the RAHS board agreed in
March that an increase in revenue was needed to continue the society’s mission. The board carefully considered
rising costs everywhere and kept the dues amounts reasonable. RAHS is working to bring more member benefits
to you soon, so stay tuned. Those membership dollars will be stretched to the fullest!
Thank you for all you do to support local history! I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events!
Tiffany
ROCHESTERAVONHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG
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RAHS is glad to welcome some new members! Thank you for
your support and love of local history. Our new members
are: Elizabeth Clair, Dawn Bilobran, Chris Cunningham, and
Caleb Kozel. Your support helps us provide programs,
educational materials, and more! Thank you!

RAHS 28th Antique Appraisal Day deemed a valuable afternoon!
On April 3, patrons stopped into the calf barn at Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm to have their
treasures appraised. Eight thoughtful and skilled appraisers were in attendance, along with display tables featuring
vintage toy irons and antique samurai swords. Many awe-inspiring relics passed through the doors. Items ranged
from teacups and porcelain dolls to French horns and handmade, goat-skinned stringed instruments! Folks young
and old enjoyed refreshments provided by localsponsors. The afternoon rounded out with enticing raffle prizes,
such as a massage package from Purdy Chiropractic. The Rochester-Avon Historical Society is so pleased to
announce that we are already looking forward to an amazing 29th year!
Thank you to the Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm for providing the space to hold this event!

ROCHESTERAVONHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG
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Hallowed Halls: 175 Years at the RCS Historic Campus
May 3, noon - 1:00 p.m. Rochester Hills Museum.

Rochester-Avon Historical Society Research Committee Chair
Deborah Larsen will present on the history of the
Administration Building located at 501 W. University Drive. The
building has served as a school or school office for 133 years
and is the location of a school building for 175 years.
Bring a lunch and join RAHS for an engaging look at the history
of this iconic and historic landmark in Rochester.
This program is free and open to the public. Registration is
required. Register here: https://bit.ly/36ZmzkK

Avon in the Civil War

May 5, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Rochester Hills Public Library.
In 1860, Avon Township was a relatively sleepy farming community; dotted with mills, farmhouses, barns, and
a main street lined with blacksmith shops, livery stables, hotels, and other establishments common to a
mid-19th century Michigan village. In 1861, when shots were fired on Fort Sumter, Avon's sons answered
Abraham Lincoln's call for troops and enlisted to defend a broken union. Hear the stories of these men, from
the brothers who paid the last full measure of sacrifice at Williamsburg, to the brothers-in-law who never
made it home from Andersonville, to the boys who fought at places like the Wheatfield at Gettysburg and
Snodgrass Hill at Chickamauga. Avon men participated in almost every major battle of the Civil War.
Join RAHS member and American Civil War researcher Chris Brown for this in-depth dive into Avon's
representation at the Civil War's most intense fights as he covers all of these topics and more with a local flair
that will tell just how impressively involved the community really was in America's darkest hours.
This event is free and open to the public. Registration is required. Register here: https://bit.ly/3uN2Ixs
ROCHESTERAVONHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG
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Behind-The-Scenes Tour of
Meadow Brook Hall & Lunch
May 21, Noon - 2 p.m.
$42.20

Explore rarely seen areas of The Hall on this special
tour, which includes staff wings, bathrooms, closets,
and playrooms.
Rochester-Avon Historical Society and Oakland
Township Historical Society are pleased to offer society
members a chance to meet and share lunch and a
Behind-the-Scenes tour at Meadow Brook Hall. Space is
limited so register early. Registration closes on April 30.
Lunch begins at the Hall at 12 p.m. A chicken entree will be served, but if you have dietary restrictions, please
indicate either when you register or email rahsupdates@gmail.com. The tour will begin at 1 p.m.
Attendees will provide their own transportation to and from Meadow Brook Hall. Please arrive by 11:45 and meet
at the main entrance to the Hall.
Lunch Entree: Citrus Chicken – Pan roasted breast of chicken, citrus artichoke cream and crispy capers. Served with
wild rice pilaf, poached French beans and mushroom cream.
Dessert: All-American Apple Pie – Presented with bourbon caramel sauce, whipped cream and a spearmint sprig.
Tickets are on sale now! Purchase tickets today! https://bit.ly/3MG6Bvm

ROCHESTERAVONHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG
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Greater Rochester Heritage Days -- Volunteers Needed
May 28, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. & May 29, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.. Rochester Municipal Park.
Come out and enjoy this free, family-friendly, event located in the beautiful Rochester Municipal Park in
Rochester, Michigan. Visit the Heritage Rod & Custom Car Festival on Saturday and the Festival of Cars show
on Sunday (with a pancake breakfast at The Community House starting at 8 a.m.) hosted by The Lions Club.
Shop handmade artwork made by Michigan artists from all around the state at the Crafts Along the Creek Art
Show hosted by Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve. Enjoy food from a variety of food trucks and listen to some
great live performances too!
RAHS will have a booth at the festival on both days. Stop by and chat and pick up great local history items for
gifts or for yourself! Are you looking to volunteer! Do you have kids or grandkids in high school who need
volunteer hours? RAHS needs members to open and run the booth on both days and to help close on
Sunday. If you can volunteer for a couple of hours, sign up here and use the access code 1869:
https://bit.ly/3MC54Gz
Rain or shine, it is always a fun time! This event is organized by, and benefits, Greater Rochester nonprofits.

Memorial Day Parade

May 30, 2022. 10 a.m. Meet in the Adams
High School Parking Lot.

Join RAHS by walking or riding in a car to show your support for our local veterans and for local history. If you
would like to walk in the parade with us, sign up at https://bit.ly/3xZTjpp and use the access code 1777.
The last time we were in the parade was in 2019. We are so glad to participate in person for this Rochester
tradition. We hope you can join us. We'll have one or two cars. Let us know if you can be a driver, as well. Bonus
points if you have a vintage ride!

Help support preservation efforts by purchasing a tshirt from our partner at junction1869.com. One shirt
features the School Administration Building and the
other features the Rochester Elevator. A portion of
the proceeds for these Special Edition shirts will be
donated to the Rochester-Avon Historical Society.
$28
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History in the Heart of the Hills: A
Rochester Area Heritage Tour (Book).
Purchase on our website.
$10
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To contact us, call (248) 656-5440 or email to rahsupdates@gmail.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tiffany Dziurman, President
Sarah B.H. Helferich, Vice President
Mary Howarth, Treasurer
Katie Stozicki, Communications Director
Carla Gallusser, ERA Newsletter Director
Richard Dengate, Membership Director
Janet Raymond, Secretary

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Business Sponsors

www.compassselfstorage.com
Audrey Hazelett; General Manager
css203@compassselfstorage.com
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