AN URGENT MESSAGE FROM THE ROCHESTER-AVON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
A CALL TO ACTION: PRESERVING A ROCHESTER TREASURE
Rochester Community Schools (RCS) has recently listed the RCS Administration Building (501 W. University Drive,
Rochester) for sale. The RCS administration has purchased a building on the eastern edge of Rochester (52585 Dequinder
Road) and plans to move its administrative office into this building over the next several months.

In August 2021, RCS administrators formed the RCS Legacy Committee, made up of 32 citizens, community
leaders, business owners, RCS parents and administrators, and local history preservationists. Their task was to
discuss the current condition of the building and its contents, list potential uses and reuses for the building and
site, and provide input on a Request for Proposals (RFP) for potential redevelopment of the administration
building. The committee met only four times.

Over the course of four meetings, the RCS administration focused on what is currently wrong with the building’s
interior and exterior conditions. Copies of the 2019 Kingscott building assessment and the 2021 Facility Analysis
and Recommendation to the Board of Education included financial figures for tearing down the building and
rebuilding on the current site, rehabbing the current building, and other options. These assessments were not
done by a qualified historic preservation architect. One Legacy Committee meeting included presentations from
local preservation experts. CONTINUED PAGE 3…
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Happy almost Spring! We hope you are looking forward to sunnier days and warmer
weather. RAHS has a lot of news packed into this newsletter. We are most excited
about the return of Antique Appraisal Day on April 3 in a new location – the
Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm! This is a wonderful opportunity to
expand this popular event to include our friends at the museum and provide a
beautiful space for people to bring their antiques and other treasures to be
appraised by professionals. You will find more information about Antique Appraisal
Day in this newsletter.
We are also anticipating the return of the Heritage Days festival in the Rochester
Municipal Park in May! RAHS will have a booth and new merchandise for sale.
Check our website and social media channels for dates, times, and more
information.

Tiffany Dziurman
RAHS President

Last, but not least, the RAHS Annual Meeting and Member Picnic will be held in person on June 8 at 6 p.m.
at the Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm. Again, check back with RAHS for more information,
but mark your calendars for this event and the other programs brought to you by our hardworking
volunteers!
Also, in this newsletter, you will notice our call-to-action to help preserve the historic Administration
Building at 501 W. University in downtown Rochester. Many on the RAHS board and others will be
addressing the Rochester Community Schools’ Board of Education to encourage them to select a project
bid for the building that will preserve the structure and the community’s heritage. Please consider joining
us. See the cover story in this newsletter for details. We need your voices!
As we approach the end of our fiscal year and another challenging season, please consider volunteering
with RAHS. We could use your help and expertise in many areas. Particularly important, however, is the
need for a program committee and committee chair. RAHS needs assistance with finding guest speakers
and exciting topics for our many lectures and lunchtime programs. Please let us know if you can help!
Thank you for your continued support and appreciation for local history!
Tiffany
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COVER STORY CONTINUED…
An RFP was drafted by the RCS administration in November/December 2021. The Legacy Committee met in
December to discuss the RFP and offer suggestions. RCS then issued an RFP for project bids to the public on
January 11, 2022. Potential bidders have until March 28 to submit their bids and ideas for the site.
The administration building is in grave danger of being razed by a new owner/developer.
Rochester-Avon Historical Society (RAHS) president Tiffany Dziurman and others on the Legacy Committee have
been seeking and speaking with qualified historic preservation developers through various professional
communication channels, including the Michigan Historic Preservation Network, to share the RFP and
encourage historical preservation-minded developers to bid on the project.

ROCHESTERAVONHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG

3|Page

COVER STORY CONTINUED…
Call to Action
This site matters because it is part of the Rochester community’s story. It was the start of the Rochester area’s
“Pride in Excellence” and education. The building is an iconic symbol of the emphasis the community places on
education.
On January 25, 2022, the City of Rochester City Council unanimously approved the passage of a resolution
noting that the City of Rochester and the City Council:
“values historical preservation and places great historical significance on the RCS Building and the historical
items located therein . . . encourage the RCS Board of Education to consider alternative use or redevelopment
of the property, including repurposing or relocation of the historical artifacts located therein, that
complements the interests of the community and respects the heritage of the site; and encourage the RCS
Board of Education to maximize opportunities for preserving the RCS Building, along with the WPA mural by
Marvin Beerbohm, the WPA bas relief by Leonard Jungwirth, the various artwork, murals, artifacts, and other
historical components located therein, and expresses its willingness to participate and lend assistance in
furtherance of this goal.”
Additionally, the Oakland Township Historic Districts Commission and RAHS have issued separate resolutions
expressing support for historically preserving the Administration Building.
Now it is your turn. The RCS Board of Education needs to hear from you.
The RCS Board of Education will begin to assess proposals and bids for the sale of the
building after March 28, 2022. Time is of the essence. If you support the historic
preservation of the Administration Building, please take the time to communicate your
thoughts to the RCS Board of Education.
The next regular RCS Board of Education meeting is Monday, March 14. This is the last
meeting before the RFPs are due and it is the best opportunity to have your voice heard.
Having a large turn-out of historic preservation supporters in person at the meeting
could make an impression.
What you can do

•

•

Request to be placed on the agenda to address the RCS Board of Education for three minutes at the
start of the meeting.
o Fill out your request online at https://www.rochester.k12.mi.us/about-us/board-ofeducation/request-placement-on-agenda by 12 p.m. on the Wednesday (March 9) before the
meeting.
Attend in person and fill out a request to speak for three minutes during public comment at the end of
the meeting.
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COVER STORY CONTINUED…
•
•

Attend in person as a show of support even if you prefer not to speak.
Submit an email that will be published in the board packet.
o To email the RCS Board of Education, visit online at https://www.rochester.k12.mi.us/aboutus/board-of-education/contact-the-board. Letters submitted by 12 p.m. on the Wednesday
(March 9) before the meeting will be included in the board’s packet.
o Per RCS: Your phone number, email, and street address will be removed from your
correspondence before it is published in the board packet or the board correspondence folder. To
keep communications open between the Board of Education and the RCS administration, the
superintendent and the executive director of strategic communications will be copied on emails
sent to board members. The board members will respond to those emails.

This is the time to encourage the RCS Board of Education to choose a project bid that values the historic nature of this site
and will creatively and historically preserve this building for future generations

How did we get here?
On April 12, 2021, the Rochester community was stunned to learn that the RCS Board of Education approved the
purchase of the building on Dequindre and planned to move its administrative office to that location, thereby
vacating the current Administration Building located at 501 W. University.
The Administration Building has served as a school or school office for 133 years and has been the site of a school
building for 175 years. Many who live and have lived in the greater Rochester area care about the history and
legacy of the Administration Building. The building is an iconic and historical landmark in Rochester.
The history of the Administration Building
The Village of Rochester was platted in 1826 and in 1829 the
village became Avon School District No. 5. The RCS
Administration Building sits on the site of the community’s first
formal school built in 1847 by the Lyceum of Avon Township
and informally called the “Rochester Academy,” while the
school grounds were known locally as “Academy Hill.” The early
faculty of the Rochester Academy included Antoinette Brown
Blackwell, a teacher who was destined to impact American
history as the first woman in the United States to be ordained a
minister by a recognized Christian denomination. She was also
a tireless national advocate for women's suffrage. Additionally,
Robert Clark Kedzie was an assistant teacher who went on to
earn a medical degree as a member of the first class of the
University of Michigan Medical College and, in 1863, began a
37-year tenure as a professor of chemistry at Michigan
Agricultural College, now Michigan State University.
ROCHESTERAVONHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG
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COVER STORY CONTINUED…
Ownership of the Rochester Academy transferred from the Lyceum of Avon to Avon School District No. 5 in 1857.
However, the wooden building burned down in a fire in 1888 and was replaced by a new brick schoolhouse in
1889 designed by renowned Michigan architect Claire Allen. In 1916 an addition, designed by architects William J.
Fisher and Charles A. Fisher, was built and named Rochester High School. A gymnasium, designed by architect
Edward A. Schilling, was added to the school in 1929.
In 1934, the 1889 structure was renamed the William F. Harrison Building in honor of a beloved school custodian.
Also in the early 1930s, the school was awarded a New Deal Civil Works Administration fund to remodel the 1889
structure and was the recipient of another New Deal program, the Federal Art Project, in which two murals were
commissioned for the school: a bas relief by Leonard D. Jungwirth and an oil painting by Detroit artist Marvin
Beerbohm.
In 1973, RCS relocated its administrative offices to 501 W. University Drive.
In 1987, the original Avon School District No. 5 Schoolhouse, now the William F. Harrison Building, became a
State Registered Historic Site. In early 2021, RAHS began the process of nominating the entire campus to the
National Register of Historic Places.
Conclusion
People travel across the United States and around the world
to visit historic destinations. Yet how often do we take the
time to tour and appreciate the historic sites in our
community? The City of Rochester has a historic destination
in its front yard. Another iconic site is down the road – the
Rochester Elevator – which made this community grow and
thrive with commerce and trade. As the economy grew,
people came and wanted to educate their children. They built
schools, like the ones that used to occupy the Administration
Building. Losing an iconic structure like the Administration
Building would wipe away the community’s prime examples
of economic growth and pride in education – factors that
continue to encourage people to live and work in the greater
Rochester area.
The Administration Building and the artifacts, photographs,
and other historical items located within belong to the citizen
of the school district and the residents of the Rochester area.
Will you help us preserve them?
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28th Antique Appraisal Day
RAHS is excited to announce our new month and venue, for this year’s 28th Antique Appraisal Day. This year we
have changed our location for this occasion. The event will be held on April 3, 2022, at the Rochester Hills
Museum at Van Hoosen Farm. We are back and thrilled about the necessary changes made to our event.
We will have eight appraisers on hand to give verbal appraisals of your treasures! Each appraisal will cost $5 cash.
Our appraisers are able to evaluate a variety of antiques including everything from pop-culture, art, toys,
instruments, weaponry and much more. Please take pictures of large items if you are unable to bring them in
person. Show us your antiques and vintage items! Learn more about the relics you possess, and their relative
value. We are excited to see you there!
Questions? Please phone: 248.688.2434
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Nineteenth-Century Commercial
Architecture of Rochester
Thursday, March 3, 2022, 7 p.m. Rochester Hills Public Library
Rochester-Avon Historical Society president and historian Tiffany
Dziurman will discuss Rochester’s nineteenth-century commercial
architecture in a new local history presentation at Rochester Hills
Public Library on Thursday, February 3 at 7 p.m. Rochester's downtown
business district contains multiple surviving examples of nineteenthcentury commercial architecture. The oldest surviving example is the
Rollin Sprague/Old Stone Store, built of coursed cobblestone in 1849
and listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The last building
erected in the business district in the nineteenth century was the
Masonic Block at Fourth and Main, designed by Pontiac architect E.R.
Prall in 1899 and registered as a Michigan Historic Site.

Thomas H. Hacker block, west elevation, 1897

Space is limited. Registration for the program is recommended. Visit
rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org to register and for more information

Registration: https://bit.ly/30ztKxa
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RAHS Brown Bag Lunch: Exploring
the Origins of the Bill of Rights
Tuesday, April 5, 12-1 p.m. Rochester Hills Museum at
Van Hoosen Farm Calf Barn.
Retired teacher, university lecturer, and RAHS membership
director Richard Dengate traces the development of America’s
basic statement of human rights enacted by the First Congress on
December 15, 1791. These fundamental principles which form the
foundation of American jurisprudence will be explored. Without
the Bill of Rights, there would not have been the United States of
America.
These meetings are free and open to the public. Registration is required. Refreshments will not be served,
but registrants are welcome to bring a lunch.
To register for these programs, call 248-656-4663 or visit: https://www.eventbrite.com/o/rochester-hillsmuseum-at-van-hoosen-farm-31205740733

Golden Age of Theaters & Pipe Organs
April 7 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Free
RAHS Membership Director, Richard Dengate, a retired high school teacher and university lecturer, will present a
historical look back at the theaters of long ago and the pipe organs that once entertained generations of
moviegoers presented through photographs and film which will recreate the thunderous sounds which
reverberated throughout these cavernous temples of architectural wonder.
Dengate is a member of the American, Detroit, and Motor City Theater Organ Societies.
This meeting is free and open to the public. Registration is suggested due to attendance limits at the library.
Register by following the website link provided.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/163660638375
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It is with a sad heart we announce the passing of one of our
appraisers, Eric Lorentzen. Born February 13, 1946, Mr.
Lorentzen was a longtime resident of Rochester. He served
RAHS in the capacity of appraiser during Antique Appraisal Day
for many years. Mr. Lorentzen passed on March 22, 2021. He
was 75 years old. His love for the community and his kindness,
will be missed.

The Rochester-Avon Historical Society is grieved to share the
passing of Frank Beckmann. Mr. Beckmann was born on
November 3, 1949. He was a longtime community member
and supporter. Frank accomplished many wonderful things
in his years. Beloved by all, he spent many years with WJR as a
radio host. Frank announced Antique Appraisal Day on his
show for a decade! He passed on February 12, 2022.

It is with a heavy heart the Rochester-Avon Historical Society
announces the passing of Jere Rush. Mr. Rush was an appraiser
for many years, participating in Antique Appraisal Day. Jere and
his wife founded Rush Antiques and Rush Clock and Watch
Repair. Mr. Rush was born on December 4, 1955. He passed away
on April 17, 2021. He will be dearly missed.
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Word search answers from last month:
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RAHS Car Decal

$6.00
History in the Heart of the Hills: A
Rochester Area Heritage Tour (Book)

$10.00

Hometown Rochester (book)

$10.00
Items can be purchased at:
https://www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/store/
ROCHESTERAVONHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG
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To contact us, call (248) 656-5440 or email to rahsupdates@gmail.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tiffany Dziurman, President
Sarah B.H. Helferich, Vice President
Mary Howarth, Treasurer
Katie Stozicki, Communications Director
Carla Gallusser, ERA Newsletter Director
Richard Dengate, Membership Director
Janet Raymond, Secretary

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Business Sponsors

www.compassselfstorage.com
Audrey Hazelett; General Manager
css203@compassselfstorage.com
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