RELIVING

The Rochester Era
Sept./Oct.

The Rochester-Avon Historical Society Newsletter

2016

Meet Rochester’s

In this issue:

President’s Message
Rochester Elevator
Update
You Asked, and
We Listened!
(See What’s New
in our
Online Store)
“Remembering
Rochester”
ORHS Anniversary
Sept. and Oct.
Monthly Programs
Historic Downtown
Walking Tours
(Final Countdown)
Mark Your Calendar
for our
Upcoming Events
“Help Wanted!”

https://
twitter.com/
RAHistorical

https://www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCR5hvF6MsidIqRnI1e5e
95A

Debbie Larsen
RAHS Research Committee Chair

Have you ever wondered
about some of the names on
our streets and buildings,
and where they came from?
Many of our local streets are
named in honor of the early
settlers of the village of
Rochester, and you can hear
their stories at this year’s
Mount Avon Cemetery Walk
on Saturday, Sept. 24, from
1- 4 p.m.
This year’s theme is “Settlers in the Stones,” in honor of the upcoming 200th
anniversary of the founding of our community, which will be celebrated during 2017.
Tour guests will meet costumed reenactors who will tell the stories of our early settlers
in the first person. The cemetery walk is an engaging and entertaining experience that
combines community theater with local history.
This year, tours will depart every 15 minutes from the cemetery gate at Second and
Wilcox Streets, NOT from the municipal parking lot on Walnut Street as has been the
case in past years. Event parking will be available in the Rochester Community
Schools administration building lot at Fourth and Wilcox Streets, two blocks from the
cemetery gate.
Tickets for the cemetery walk are $15 each, non-refundable (the event will go on rain
or shine). Tickets may be purchased in person at the Rochester Regional Chamber of
Commerce oﬃce, 71 Walnut Street, or online at rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org.
Some tickets may be available on a walk-up basis at the cemetery gate on the day of
the event.
Proceeds from ticket sales for this event support all of the programs and projects of
the Rochester-Avon Historical Society.

RochesterAvonHistorical
www.facebook.com/
https://

Please join us on Sept. 24 and learn more about your community’s history while
supporting the work of your historical society!
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President’s Message
Once again, we’re helping to shape the future of the Rochester Elevator
You may already have seen recent reports in local media about proposed
development on the Rochester Elevator site. Rest assured that the Rochester-Avon
Historical Society remains in close contact with the Rochester city administration and
Council about the future of this historic structure.
The redevelopment proposal calls for moving the 136-year-old elevator building from
its current location at the corner of University Dr. and Water St. so that 42
condominium units can be constructed. The Rochester Planning Commission held
conceptual discussions about redeveloping the elevator site at its Aug. 1 meeting. On Aug. 8, Rochester
Council heard a report about additional discussions with the developer about the elevator, which I
attended along with several other RAHS Board members.
Brian Dunphy, President
Rochester-Avon
Historical Society

The developer has apparently offered to donate the elevator
building and to provide funding to move or disassemble and
reconstruct it. One possible location is the parking lot across
Water St. from the current elevator site. Other city-owned lots
downtown also could be possible locations.
On the other hand, it may not be necessary to move the
elevator at all. Some Council members would like to see the
developer incorporate the elevator into the condominium site
plan, as was suggested at the Planning Commission meeting.
During the public comment portion of the Council
Professionals were hired as needed
presentation, I spoke about the historical society’s more than using funds donated to preserve the Rochester Elevator
pending final decision on permanent location.
10-year efforts to preserve the elevator and the need for
RAHS to remain involved in discussions about the elevator’s
future. I also emphasized that the elevator should remain downtown and that a plan for its future use –
including as a local history museum – should be developed. RAHS past president Rod Wilson also spoke
and raised questions about the possible location across Water St. and
straightening the street.
We will continue to work closely with the Rochester city administration
and Council on this important project and will keep RAHS members – and
our community – informed about developments.

In 2009, local volunteers applied
a fresh coat of paint to help preserve
this historic local landmark.

In 2005, the historical society launched the “Hold the Elevator” campaign
to raise funds for moving the elevator. The campaign included a website,
a fundraising brochure and other promotional materials and raised more
than $10,000. Those funds were used to cover part of the cost of painting
the elevator in June 2009, to preserve the building until it could be
rehabilitated and adaptively reused.

The structure was built as a grain elevator by Charles K. Griggs in 1880. It
was the second of three elevators built in the village of Rochester to ship crops to market after the railroad
lines entered the town and is the only survivor, within the city limits, of Rochester's agricultural heritage.
www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

Page 2

The Rochester-Avon Historical Society

Newsletter Sept./Oct. 2016

Things have changed since your last visit to our online store!

http://
rochesteravonhistoric
alsociety.org/
page_historicphotos.php
Fill your shopping cart at
http://rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/page_historic-photos.php

You asked, and we listened!
Over the years, RAHS has received many inquiries from individuals and
businesses looking to access historic images of Main Street, local storefronts,
activities and modes of transportation.

Tom and Holly Bledsoe

In response to public demand, RAHS Board members Tom and Holly Bledsoe
embarked on a mission to combine a select image offering with the convenience of
online order placement. They orchestrated the plan from conception to conclusion,
and we are incredibly appreciative of their tireless efforts.

The members of the Rochester-Avon Historical Society Board also extend sincere thanks to Rod and Susan
Wilson who have made these images available from their personal collection in order to sustain and support our
nonprofit organization.
Our online web store is ready to accept orders for black and white, matte finish, unframed images.
Payment can be made via PayPal, and orders should arrive within 7-10 business days.
All proceeds benefit the programs and projects of the Rochester-Avon Historical Society.
http://rochesteravonhistory.blogspot.com/
2011/10/new-history-database-has-many-

Five years ago this
October, RAHS
research committee chair Deborah Larsen’s blog
“Remembering Rochester” announced the rollout of the
Oakland Regional Historic Sites online database.
Honored with a State History Award from the Historical
Society of Michigan the following year, the site continues
to grow. Dozens of historic properties have been added
since that time—including many in Macomb County.
We encourage you to tap into this most interesting and
informative resource; then, let us know what you found
most interesting and informative! Perhaps we’ll share
your story in an upcoming newsletter issue!
(Email the Era editor: rahsnewsletter@gmail.com)
www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

Take a test drive: www.oaklandregionalhistoricsites.org
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Brown Bag and Library Programs Return in September
Brown Bag Meeting
Tuesday, Sept. 6, Noon
Rochester Community House
816 Ludlow Street

FREE AND OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC
Bring your lunch! Free coffee,
tea and cookies provided.

Library Lecture
Thursday, Sept. 1 at 7:00 p.m.
Rochester Hills Public Library
500 Olde Town Road

FREE AND
OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

“Lost Car Companies of Detroit”

John Cieslik, fire chief, will
discuss the beginning of the
Rochester fire department
including the background
that convinced local
residents of the need for it
and how the department
came to be organized. He
Fire Chief John Cieslik
will
present
the
department’s more the 100 years of service to the
Rochester area.

Among more than 200 auto
companies that tried their luck in
the Motor City, just three remain:
Ford, General Motors and
Chrysler. But many of those lost
to history have colorful stories
worth telling. For instance, J.J.
Cole forgot to put brakes in his
new auto, so on the first test run,
Alan Naldrett
he had to drive it in circles until it
ran out of gas. Brothers John and
Horace Dodge often trashed saloons during wild
evenings but used their great personal wealth to pay
for the damage the next day (if they could remember
where they had been). David D. Buick went from
being the founder of his own leading auto company
to working the information desk at the Detroit Board
of Trade. Author Alan Naldrett explores these and
more tales of automakers who ultimately failed but
shaped the industry and designs, putting wheels on
the road today.

Photo: Oakland Press
YouTube video

“History of the Fire Department”

Born in Bedford, Indiana, in 1955, Cieslik moved to
Rochester with his family in 1957 when his father
was promoted to safety director of G.M. He
attended St. Andrew school on Inglewood and was
a member of the first graduating class of Rochester
Adams High School. He earned a bachelor’s
degree in human relations from Concordia College.
In 1975, he started work at the Ford Motor Wixom
Assembly Plant, and joined the Rochester Fire
Department in 1976. At the Ford plant, he was
responsible for fire, employee safety and facility
security. In 1990, he was promoted to the
automotive assembly division where he had
responsibility for fire protection for 38 stamping
and assembly plants. While at Ford, Cieslik took
the national test and became a Board Certified
Safety Professional. Chosen by his peers, he was
awarded the corporation’s Safety Professional of
the Year in 1987. He retired from Ford in 2008.
During his time at the fire department, Cieslik
moved up through the ranks from fire fighter to
assistant chief. He is a licensed EMT, acts as one
of three tech rescue team leaders and has
specialized training in trench rescue, confined
space rescue, rope rescue and building collapse.
The Fire Chief is also the planning manager for the
State of Michigan Rescue Task Force.

www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

Alan Naldrett is a Michigan historian with master’s
degrees in Archival Science and Library and
Information Science from Wayne State University.
He received his bachelor’s degree from Michigan
State University, where he started one of the
nation’s first used record stores. He was an
academic research librarian at Baker College of
Auburn Hills for over 10 years, where he edited the
student and the alumni newsletters as well as
maintaining their college’s archives.
Alan owned a comic book store and was a
commercial insurance broker in California. He was a
charter member of the Macomb County Historical
Commission and is the Treasurer and past President
of the Chesterfield Township Public Library Board of
Trustees. He plays in a blues band, has written six
books and writes articles for many diﬀerent
publications. “The Lost Car Companies of Detroit” is
his latest book.
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Brown Bag and Library Programs Planned for October
Brown Bag Meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 4, Noon
Rochester Community House
816 Ludlow Street

FREE AND OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC
Bring your lunch! Free coffee,
tea and cookies provided.

“Growing Up in Rochester”

Photo:
Oakland

Kathyrn (Kay) Flintoft Johnson
moved to the Rochester area in
1947. Her parents owned Paul’s
Market on the corner of John R
and Avon Roads until 1964.
Kay attended Avon school and
junior high and graduated from
Rochester High—class of 1959.
Kay Johnson

She retired after 26 years as a
secretary for the Rochester Community Schools and
now keeps busy with three children and five
grandchildren. She remains active in many
community organizations including the RochesterAvon Historical Society, the City of Rochester
Historical Commission, the Heritage Days steering
committee for the past six years and the
Bicentennial Committee.
Kay has many stories to tell about her decades in the
Rochester community.

Limited “Addition”
to our Online
Merchandise Offering
Limited Edition in
In remembrance of the events of 2001Presentation
Box
Sept. 11, we are making available
for purchase a limited supply of this 50-star American
flag ornament. Stamped “Baldwin 2001” on reverse, it is
made of brass and finished in 24k gold. Made in the
USA by Baldwin Brass Ornaments, this patriotic theme
serves as a reminder of our nation’s history.

Place this flag on your tree during the holidays in honor
of loved ones who have served in the military, or
consider a supply as thoughtful hostess gifts for holiday
gatherings.
To order, visit: rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/our-store

www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

Library Lecture
Thursday, Oct. 6 at 7:00 p.m.
Rochester Hills Public Library
500 Olde Town Road

FREE AND
OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

“Italians in Detroit”
People of Italian descent have
been present in Detroit since
Alfonso Tonti, second in
command to Antoine Cadillac,
participated in the founding of
the city in 1701. Armando
Delicato, retired teacher of
history, media specialist and
Armando Delicato
author, will discuss the history
of Italian immigrants who started as a trickle,
became a torrent by the end of the 19th century and
emerged as a vital part of a diverse community in the
20th century.
Settling originally on the lower east side of the city,
the Italian community grew rapidly and expanded
north and east into Macomb county. Through a
combination of hard work and strong family and
community ties, the Italians of Detroit met the
challenges of living in a new land while nurturing the
culture of the old country. Italian Americans have
contributed greatly to the culture, sports and
industry of our “melting pot” society. The challenge
that remains is to nurture a love of heritage among
young Italian Americans as the immigrant generation
fades.
Born in Detroit to an immigrant family from Italy,
Armando Delicato earned a bachelor’s degree in
history from the University of Detroit, a master’s
degree in history from Wayne State University, and
an education specialist degree in instructional
technology and library science from Wayne State
University. His love of history, particularly of his
home town of Detroit, has been a passion
throughout his life. He has written three books,
published by Arcadia Publishing Company: Italians in
Detroit; Detroit’s Corktown; and Detroit’s Cass
Corridor. Since retiring from teaching in public high
schools (and as an adjunct professor at Macomb
Community College), Delicato has enjoyed lecturing
about various aspects of Detroit’s history.
Page 5

The Rochester-Avon Historical Society

Newsletter Sept./Oct. 2016

Don’t Miss these Upcoming Events
Be sure to mark your calendar now!

RAHS Historic Downtown
Walking Tours Final Countdown
Only Two Dates Remain for 2016
Sept. 17
Oct. 16

(Saturday)
(Sunday)

1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

• All tours begin at the Western Knitting Mills
(Water and Fourth Streets - meet at the
northeast corner of the building)

•
•
•
•

SEPTEMBER
sun

mon

tue

wed

thu

fri

sat

28
4
11
18
25

29
5
12
19
26

30
6
13
20
27

31
7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
1

Historic Downtown
Walking Tour
Saturday, Sept. 17
1:00 p.m.

• Non-member cost: $5 Adults
• $3 Seniors (55+) and Students

“Look for the man in the top hat!”

Mount Avon Cemetery Walk
Saturday, Sept. 24
Tours begin at 1:00 p.m.

Brown Bag Lunch
Tuesday, Oct. 4
Noon to 1:00 p.m.

OCTOBER

Evening Program
@ Library
Thursday, Oct. 6
7:00 p.m.
Rod Wilson
“Mr. Rochester”

For more information,
including a list of upcoming events, visit online at:
www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

Brown Bag Lunch
Tuesday, Sept. 6
Noon to 1:00 p.m.

Oakland Twp. HDC Square Dance at
Cranberry Lake Farm
Saturday, Sept. 10
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Tours last approximately 2-1/2 hours
Rain or shine
Reservations not required
RAHS members tour free of charge

The Rochester-Avon Historical Society (RAHS)
was founded in 1969
to help preserve, collect and interpret
the history of the greater Rochester area
for present and future generations.

Evening Meeting
@ Library
Thursday, Sept. 1
7:00 p.m.

Historic Downtown
Walking Tour
Saturday, Oct. 16
1:00 p.m.

sun

mon

tue

wed

thu

fri

sat

25

26

27

28

29

30

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

4

5

NOVEMBER
sun mon tue

wed

thu

fri

sat

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
1

4
11
18
25
2

5
12
19
26
3

30
6
13
20
27

31
7
14
21
28

Brown Bag Lunch
Tuesday, Nov. 1
Noon to 1:00 p.m.

Evening Program
@ Library
Thursday, Nov. 3
7:00 p.m.
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Contact Information for
RAHS Board of Directors and Committees
Board of Directors
Brian Dunphy, President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Carol Tough, 1st Vice President, Operations . . . .
Mike French, 2nd Vice President, Development . .
Tom Bledsoe, 3rd Vice President, Finance . . . . . .
Holly Bledsoe, Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . .
June Hopaluk, Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . .
Cary Downer, Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Tiffany Stozicki, Director, Communications . . . . . .
Leslie Mack, Director, Editor, Era Newsletter . . . .
Janet Potton, Director, Membership . . . . . . . . . .
Mary Howarth, Director, Merchandising . . . . . . . . .
Margaret Bartos, Director, Programs . . . . . . . . . . .
Barb Bates, Director, Special Projects . . . . . . . .
Bree Boettner, Director, Historical Preservation . .

248-376-3460
248-375-0084
248-373-2811
586-822-2148
248-923-2602
248-652-9242
586-201-2285
248-650-0415
586-924-4961
248-652-7296
248-375-0206
248-759-4768
248-495-6258
248-515-0881

Committee Chairpersons
Gail Kemler, Honorary Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Deborah Larsen, Research . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Samantha Lawrence, Oral History . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rod Wilson, Walking Tours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

248-651-0907
248-375-2974
586-255-1883
248-651-6178

New
Renewal

$15
$20
$35
$50
$100
$250

Student
Individual
Family
Contributing
Business
Patron

Volunteer Areas of Interest
How would you like to participate?
Annual Picnic
Antique Appraisal Day
Historic Research
Historic Walking Tour Guide/Assistant
Fundraising
Genealogy Research
Heritage Days
Oral History
Photography/Videography
Publications
Refreshments at Meetings
Special Project Volunteer
Website/Social Media

Newsletter Sept./Oct. 2016

Volunteer Areas
of Interest
How would you like to participate?
•

Annual Picnic

•

Antique Appraisal Day

•

Historic Research

•

Historic Walking Tour Guide/Assistant

•

Fundraising

•

Genealogy Research

•

Heritage Days

•

Oral History

•

Photography/Videography

•

Publications

•

Refreshments at Meetings

•

Special Project Volunteer

•

Website/Social Media

Join the Rochester-Avon Historical Society Today!
Membership Application
Name:
Address:

Phone:
Email:

www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

Mail completed form with check payable to:
Rochester-Avon Historical Society
P O Box 80783
Rochester, MI 48308-0783
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We still have an opening on the RAHS Board for
Director of Fundraising Events
The Director of Fund Raising Events position offers a
tremendous opportunity for you to get more involved with the
historical society. This member of the RAHS Board oversees
(and if needed, recruits) committees responsible for Antique
Appraisal Day, the Cemetery Walk and grant writing, as well as
RAHS 2016 Antique Appraisal Day

RAHS booth at 2015 Kris Kringle Market. (L to R: Mary
Howarth, Bill Williams, Carol Tough and Brian Dunphy.)
RAHS 2015 Mount Avon Cemetery Walk

sales at Heritage Days and Kris Kringle Market.
You’ll work with some great people and have a
lot of fun doing it – and you’ll contribute in a big
way to the success of the historical society.

A 501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization

Contact RAHS at 248-266-5440 or
rahsupdates@gmail.com, for more information.

P O Box 80783
Rochester, MI 48308-0783

“Pride in Preserving the Past”

